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Take home message 
Small scale initiatives can be successful and can enhance collaborative opportunities

Many health care providers 
work alongside the 
ambulance service and are 
research active themselves. 
However, it is uncommon 
for research driven by these 
organisations to incorporate 
the prehospital phase of 
care.

The challenge 

To produce opportunities for 
collaborative working with 
research active colleagues 
in the local health care 
community.

The aim 

We launched a competitive 
initiative, inviting local 
researchers to bid for small 
grants that could be used to 
develop pump-priming and 
small-scale projects that had 
the potential to contribute 
towards development 
of future NIHR grant 
applications.

Our approach 

Developing future collaborative 
opportunities for research utilising 
Research Capability Funds (RCF)
Maria Robinson¹ – maria.robinson@swast.nhs.uk, Jessica Lynde¹, Jonathan Green¹ and Dr Sarah Black¹
1 South Western Ambulance Service NHS Foundation Trust

Conclusion 
Our initiative was aimed at developing opportunities for collaborative grant applications, which 
address research questions that are important to the ambulance service and other healthcare 
providers; these collaborations enable research to be designed that considers the whole of the 
care-pathway, with potential benefits for patients and the wider NHS.

Methods 

Background 
South Western Ambulance Service NHS Foundation Trust (SWASFT) has developed a strong track record in prehospital research; 
moving from a position of zero NIHR studies in 2009 - to topping the Guardian league table for NIHR research for ambulance trusts 
in recent years. SWASFT received RCF for the first time in 2016.

We established a review panel to review and grade the applications 
against predetermined assessment criteria

We received 11 applications

5 applicants were successful in obtaining an award

We developed an application form and guidance notes for applicants

We publicised the competition via established networks and set clear 
deadlines
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